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TRAVELS WITH A CAMERA 
by Robbie Robinson 

VENICE 

 

I visited Venice several times on multi-stop European vacations during the 1960s and 1970s, however I felt 

the number of tourists had increased to a point where it was causing problems with finding good lower 

priced accommodation and in getting around the city. This year I signed up for a trip organized by Rich-

ard Martin, one of Canada’s leading instructors of art photography, based in Kingston. I knew he would 

attract 6-8 advanced students by finding interesting and challenging locations for photography in the city.  

Since it seems a shame to go all the way to Europe for only one location I included Berlin in 

my itinerary and although I hate booking flights and accommodation myself, the lack of 

travel agents interested in booking unusual trips makes it necessary for me to make my own 

arrangements. I wanted to get back to Berlin because it is one of the fastest changing cities 

in the world and for the last 20 years it has had perhaps the best collection of art museums 

in the world. A hobby of mine is running art history courses primarily for seniors and there 

is always lots of new art to see in Berlin. 

Most tourists visiting Venice look for accommodation near the Grand Canal and usu-

ally not far from the railway station, however our accommodation was in a very attrac-

tive small hotel called Loganda de Coste located in the Castello area of the city. It is an 

old mansion with about 20 rooms on three floors accessed by stairways that run up 

from a central courtyard that provided outdoors space for eating and relaxing. There is 

also a good but fairly expensive small restaurant in the hotel. It was 

exactly the kind of hotel I want to stay in during my travels  --  a small 

older hotel with a 3 to 4 star rating, easy walking in interesting areas 

near the hotel, nearby interesting little restaurants and odd shops sell-

ing art, antiques, books and curious stuff. It was about a 10-15 minute walk through very 

narrow streets (more like alleyways) to the Rialto bridge and maybe another 5 minutes 

through another set of narrow streets to St. Mark’s Square where most tourists start 

their visit. Those little streets felt very safe even late in the evening as they are well trav-

elled by the locals. 

Our agenda for the week had us taking pictures in the part of the city around our hotel 

(small squares joined by the narrow streets and tiny bridges over a network of small canals), on Burano 

and other islands within the big Venice lagoon, and in St. Mark’s Square before 

breakfast a couple of mornings. We had two private motorboats one day to make it 

easier to visit several islands that day, but our hotel was at most a15 minute walk from 

several ferry stops and we used the city ferries for most of our travel. Although short 

in duration it was a great week. 



 

Do you live to eat or eat to live?? I have always been the former, looking for new eating 
experiences and trying items I would not normally make at home. Two restaurants which 
match my philosophy will give you the opportunity to have a Spanish dinner or a Cuban 
lunch. So enjoy a mini food vacation without a trip to the airport.  

HAVANA STYLE  
 

Are you fondly remembering the Cuban 
sandwiches you had in Cuba or Florida? 
Are you missing the crunch of that amazing 
bread? Here is your answer. Havana Style 
is a small gem which brings the warmth of 
Cuba to Etobicoke. The menu offers tradi-
tional Cuban appetizers: meat croquettes, 
plantain ( sweet or green), or white bean 
soup. All worth a try but the stars of the 
menu are the Cuban sandwiches. From the 
traditional ropa vieja to the pork, pork, pork 
all are served with fries. The sandwiches 
are grilled to perfection and are BIG. My 
advice is to share or bring half home to re-
live the memory of that first bite. There is a 
small dessert menu which includes the tra-
ditional flan and Cuban coffee. Most sand-
wiches are in the $8-9 price range. The 
restaurant is closed Monday, Tuesday and 
Sunday. It opens at noon. There is no park-
ing lot but on street parking is available.  
They feature Salsa dancing on Friday & 
Saturday nights. 
 
271 Browns Line 
416.739.6472 

LA VINIA  
 

Imagine a restaurant with no background 

music, a small treasure where you are en-

couraged to sit, relax and enjoy the experi-

ence of dining with family and friends. This 

is the mission of La Vinia restaurant.  

Tapas is obviously well represented on the 

menu. There are 20 types, ranging from 

Spanish ham to mussels steamed in Span-

ish wine. Many patrons order just tapas for 
dinner to have the chance to share these 

amazing tasting plates with their dining 

companions. The other famous Spanish 

dish, paella, is lovingly prepared and 

served at your table. There are seafood 

and vegetarian varieties. Leave room for 

dessert, Fried Milk is worth the calories.  

Service is attentive but not intrusive.  

Tapas start at $10 and mains start at $25.  

The restaurant is closed on Monday. It only 

serves dinner, opening at 5, Tuesday- Sat-

urday and at 4 on Sunday. Reservations 
strongly recommended! There is no park-

ing lot but on street parking is usually not a 

problem.  

 
2350 Lakeshore Blvd W  
647.748.2350  

“So Many Restaurants 

So LittLe time”  

                                                                                                                                                

Sharon                                                                                 



 

I was born at a very early age in the centre of the Universe (Moose Jaw, 

SK).  My family moved to Ottawa where I finished elementary and secon-

dary school. 

  

After high school, I became a full-time trombonist in the Ottawa Philhar-

monic Orchestra for a year before going to the University of Western On-

tario (now Western University) from 1960-64 where I got a degree in Music and Mathematics.  I 

taught secondary school in London, Ontario for a couple of years until I realized that rather than 

teaching it, having music as a hobby would be a lot nicer.   

  

While teaching high school, flying became one of my hobbies so I finished off my training as a 

commercial pilot and then decided to switch careers.  I applied to Air Canada where I was ac-

cepted as a pilot.  I completed a career of 34 years on a few Airbuses (320, 330, 340) and a cou-

ple of Boeings (767, 747) as well as some others (DC-8's, L-1011's and Viscounts - I know, that 

really dates me!!). 

  

In 1993, I organized and led the "Canadian Modernaires Orchestra", a Tommy Dorsey/Glenn Miller 

type 19 piece dance band that lasted for about 13 years, playing all over Southern Ontario.  Retir-

ing from music and the band taught me that one does not retire from music.  Once again I got 

itchy feet and I am now into the Big Band business again with the "Basically Basie Big Band".  This 

is another 19 piece group which is a tribute to the music of the great Count Basie.  We are plan-

ning to travel the same Southern Ontario area as the previous group.  We're doing a recording on 

Oct. 5th, first show will be in London on Nov. 7th and the first nearby show will be in the RBC 

Theatre, Living Arts Centre, Mississauga on Feb. 5th, 2016. . . . with a beautiful female 

singer to top things off . . . if anyone is interested! 

 

My connection with Applewood Landmark??  I moved into The Landmark when there was con-

struction paper on the hallway floors – the spring of 1978 I think.  Subsequently, I moved out to a 

couple of houses in Waterdown and Burlington and when it was time for one more move, I decided 

to check out "that place" that I used to live in, in Mississauga.  It was 30 years older and I wasn't 

expecting the building to be in the same great condition as  when I moved out.  To my surprise, 

the same high standards were still everywhere in evidence….this was still an excellent place to 

live.  I moved back here in 2007.  This is probably my last move . . . but you never know what's 

coming next!!  I've stopped planning beyond tomorrow! 

Getting To Know Your Neighbour 
 

An Ian Campbell Feature 

 

Meet Jim Davey  



LANDMARK SNOOKERLANDMARK SNOOKERLANDMARK SNOOKER   
 

CHRISTMAS GIFT  
IDEA 

 

XMAS SHOPPING COUPON 

20% OFF 

                POOL CUES (AND ALL OTHER SUPPLIES) 

“Brunswick” Hallmark Billiards 
5200 Dixie Rd. 905-629-8082 (Gary Leighton) 

 

A POOL CUE AND 

SNOOKER MEMBERSHIP 

Membership Info: Damiano  905-624-5808 

 



 SHUFFLEBOARD 

 NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 

PLEASE CHECK THE ACTIVITY BOARD FOR A 

LIST OF VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR NEXT  

SEASON AND A JOB DESCRIPTION   

BINGO 
HAVE A WONDERFUL  

                   CHRISTMAS  

BEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR        

                                                                                                                                                                                                            Marlene & James          

THE WOOD WORKING SHOP 
 

For the handy woman or man or someone who aspires to de-
velop their creative side, one of the best equipped workshops is 
in the Applewood Landmark. For information and a shop tour               
call Jim Bullock (905-629-3933) 

Three of our long time Committee Members who have kept the shop running smoothly are stepping 
down and we wish to thank Bill Leitch, George Warren and Joe Button for their enthusiastic support 
of the shop for many years. George Wetz and Terry Stanley have agreed to replace two retiring mem-
bers and we welcome anyone interested in the third committee position.   

A special Thanks to Bob Conway for having had a part made ena-
bling us to keep our-Drill Press working and to Roy Quickfall for 
helping with the Cleanup. 



The social committee had an exciting year with tours, dinners 
and special events and we look forward to many events in 2016. 

SOCIAL COMMITTEESOCIAL COMMITTEESOCIAL COMMITTEE   

On behalf of The Landmark residents we would like to thank Karen Kowal and 
the members of the Social Committee for the wonderful events of 2015. (Landmark 

Living Editor's Note ) 

 

 

OUR STORE 



 

Joan Fitch and Lisa Heard, with the invaluable 
assistance of the housekeeping staff, brave the 
often cold winds of the foyer to greet the 
neighborhood children and resident grandchildren 
as they arrive for the Halloween treats. They have 

enjoyed many years of dressing up and being part of the ghosts and goblins celebration. 
 
Joan and Lisa have decided it is time to pass the "Pumpkin" and let other residents take over 
the event. We are sure there are interested residents who can volunteer their time for one ex-
citing night of the year. If that volunteer is YOU, please contact the office. 

 

LIBRARY LIBRARY LIBRARY    

                                    PUZZLEMANIAPUZZLEMANIAPUZZLEMANIA         

(Continues) 

HALLOWEENHALLOWEENHALLOWEEN   

Time To Sample 

Library Needs 

Audio Books (CD’s / DVD’s) 



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
In the perfect world, we would be able to fulfill everyone’s suggestion. Unfortunately it just is not possible as we have to 
consider the pros and cons involved and implement what we determine is best for everyone. Thank you to all who 
came to the Town Hall meeting last week. It is important to communicate with your board and office staff any problems 
or questions you might have. The only way we can track and hopefully reach a successful conclusion to the problem at 
hand is by receiving all communication in writing, submitted to the office. There is a lot going on at all times and the 
office staff has been instructed that all items being dealt with must be in writing. 
December is a busy month with a number of family celebrations happening around the festive season. Please be mind-
ful when holding an event in one of our party rooms that you are responsible to insure that your guests adhere to our 
rules and do not use any of our facilities without proper supervision. We have spent a great deal of money and effort to 
create a wonderful home for everyone.  
On behalf of your board, I wish everyone a safe and wonderful holiday season. 
Wayne Arthurs 
President   

        JENNIFERJENNIFER  

It’s hard for me to believe I have managed Applewood Landmark for just over a year now.  Applewood 
Landmark is one of the greatest communities I have ever managed, and am proud when I tell my col-
leagues so.  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the Residents for your patience during all the projects 
we completed this year – you the Residents, are what makes Applewood Landmark a wonderful commu-

nity to live in. 
I wish all of you a happy and joyful time over the holidays!    
Reminders  
Filters should be changed regularly, at a minimum of twice per year, in order to ensure proper flow of heating and air conditioning to the suite.  

A dirty filter will restrict air flow and will not provide the desired temperature.  Filters are available for purchase in the Butler’s Pantry.     

A reminder that it is imperative that you repair dripping taps, running toilets and leaks within your suite as soon as you are aware of them.  

The Corporation has two plumbing companies that we work closely with and they are very reasonable in costs.  Please contact the office if you 
require any contact information.         
The Board of Directors and Management work with the best interest of Owners at heart. Your input and suggestions are always wel-

come and can be made through the Management Office. 
Dates to Remember   
Christmas Eve – Office Closed Thursday December 24, 2015 
Christmas Day – Office Closed Friday December 25, 2015  
Boxing Day – Saturday December 26, 2015 – In lieu of Boxing Day falling on a Saturday the Office will be closed Monday December 28, 2015.  
New Years Eve – Office Closed Thursday December 31, 2015 
New Years Day – Office Closed Friday January 1, 2015 

A delayed start for viewing of the Landmark Friday Night Movies was due to the TV monitor board malfunc-
tioning. The board has been replaced and we are underway with our biweekly movie presentations every 

other Friday at 7:30 p.m. The schedule may vary due to holidays and previous Jasper Room bookings. Usually the 
movie title will be posted with a brief description by Wednes- day afternoon next to the lower level se-
curity desk.  
Movies of varying genre are sought and suggestions are wel- comed, as is the loan of DVD's.  Selec-
tions of movies are generally made using the ratings ser- vice http://www.rottentomatoes.com and 
an assessment of resident preferences.  
While we attempt to balance the sound level there are some who experience difficulty hearing and we suggest arriving 
by 7:15 and occupying seats closer to the speakers.  
We appreciate Vidal's technical assistance and also thanks to Mohamed and Freda, and Roy Hicks for bringing in mov-
ies and suggesting titles. 

 

Look forward to seeing you at the next movie night.  

MOVIE NIGHT WITH TRICIA & ROY  

http://www.rottentomatoes.com/
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fftfgcap.files.wordpress.com%2F2013%2F01%2F11471509-icon-button-the-videocamera-silhouette.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Ffeministtaskforce.org%2Freports%2Fwomens-tribunals%2F&docid=_q3iiu7q_7EMfM&tbnid=cTkOCpB


LANDMARK ACTIVTIESLANDMARK ACTIVTIESLANDMARK ACTIVTIES   
CRIBBAGE 

NEW PLAYERS WELCOME 

Every Wednesday Afternoon 

1:30pm Jasper Suite 

  Coffee & Cookies  

Bring a Loonie 
Bev Meaker/Iris Dearlove  

BID EUCHRE  
 Jasper Suite 7:15pm 

(Alternate Wednesdays to Bingo) 

Check Notice Board Schedule 
(Note Xmas Schedule) 

New To Bid Euchre? 

Call Ian Campbell  905-629-4019 

KNITTERS 

Great Saturday Sale 
Raised $600 For Open Door & Unwed Mothers 

Mittens For Local Elementary Schools 

EUCHRE 
NEW PLAYERS WELCOME 

Mondays Jasper Suite 7 pm 
(Arrive 10 Min. Early With Your Loonie) 

Karen Kowal Coordinator  

TUESDAY EVENING 

BRIDGE 
Jasper Suite 7:15pm 

NEW PLAYERS WELCOME 

AQUAFIT 
7:30am to 8am 

Mon/Wed/Fri. 

In the Pool 
Join Us For Soft 

Water Exercises  To 

Increase Strength & 

Flexibility 

ARTS & CRAFTS 
Craft Room Fridays 2pm-4pm 

Join Us For  

Conversation & Laughter 

Knitting, Sketching, Painting Etc. 
Jean Williams 

PARTNERS BRIDGE 
Jasper Suite 7:15pm 

(Alternate Thursdays) 

Fun Social Bridge 

Bring Your Friends-Everyone 

Welcome 
Kay Thompson/Lorraine Sauder 

INVESTMENT CLUB 
Watch The Notice Board For Meeting Schedules and Guest Speakers 

Gary Riches Coordinator 

Speaking Of Investments 
The Staff of The Landmark is always here to assist us and 

Christmas is a great opportunity to show our appreciation.  

(Cash or Cheques To Office by December 7th.) 

THANKS BETTIE 

For your time and effort in producing Landmark Living for the past 10 years 

HELLO 
I must say that Bettie is a tough act to follow. Neither my 25 Years in real estate 

nor living at the Landmark for 15 years prepared me for producing a newsletter.  

Hopefully my first attempt will meet with your approval and future issues will  

reflect the benefits of learning on the job. We have tried to retain the agenda from 

previous editions to ensure new owners are aware of the many Landmark pro-

grams/facilities, while adding new sections on travel, food and general interest. 

The new format is flexible and open to suggestions from readers as to layout and content. To that 

end we will be installing a Landmark Living suggestion box near the Information Board and we 

welcome your input. “BE NICE” 

I would like to thank all the newsletter contributors with special thanks to Ian Campbell, Sharon 

Wrathall, Robbie Robinson and of course Marlene.  

James Bright 


